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Strategic Discussion: Renowned Education: Children who are free to play 

Statement:  The concept of free play is a powerful form of holistic learning which underpins the Te Whaariki national curriculum. The relationship between child and teacher allows adults to support children’s interests and learning while empowering children to direct their own learning. Our Board is committed to understanding the value of sustained free play and how free play incorporates literacy, science, maths and language development.
	Area
	Ensure:
	Further Initiatives to be explored

	Strategies
	· Information about free play is readily available to parents (website, newsletters, facebook etc), remembering that new parents are constantly engaging with our service
· Kindergartens are well resourced to support a wide range of activities and age groups

· Our environments link children to the outdoors and nature as a critical aspect of their learning

· Children experience activities and events outside of the kindergarten environment

· We maintain our commitment to employing qualified teachers who can provide high quality learning opportunities and  articulate the learning that occurs through sustained free play
	Parent Booklet being developed to include information about how free play reinforces  and supports learning

	Monitoring
	· Free play will be highly visible in our kindergartens 

· Professional supervisors provide feedback to teaching teams on their observations of free play within their kindergarten setting and how they are supporting children’s interests
· ERO reviewers observe evidence of free play occurring and teachers demonstrate how this is documented as supporting children’s interests

· A wide range of activities are clearly available to children in the kindergarten setting
	

	Staff

Staff Contd
	· Staff regularly reflect on free play and how activities are set up to empower children to direct their own learning

· Staff access and apply PD which encourages children to develop learning through a range of activities 

· Staff are able to communicate to parents how free play supports the learning process for children and links to Te Whaariki curriculum
· Learning stories reflect the knowledge and skills being acquired by children in a meaningful way

· Staff appropriately support children’s learning activities

· Kindergartens provide equipment that is at child height and furniture is child sized to empower children to direct their own learning

· With the increasing numbers of 2 year olds attending kindergarten their learning needs are catered for and age appropriate resources are available, while maintaining the excellent resources available for older children
	When we communicate with families about learning are we using the appropriate language and terms that are consistent with schools (eg “science”)?

	Area
	Ensure:
	Further Initiatives to be explored

	PD
	· Staff have a range of PD opportunities available which encourage reflection on free play and/or how to provide activities which develop learning skills
	

	Finances
	· Financial planning includes adequate provision for PD and resources within our kindergartens which promote sustained free play
	

	Board engagement
	· The Board values and promotes the importance of free play within our kindergartens 

· We maintain highly skilled, qualified & professional employees with an avid interest in children’s learning
	

	Parents & Caregivers
	· We assist parents & caregivers to understand the learning that occurs through free play

· We respond to parents queries about how/what their children are learning through free play
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